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POLITICAL SCIENCE DEPARTMENT 
RESEARCH SEMINAR 

 

Rambos’ Rule: Guns, Gender and Violence in the 
Papua New Guinea Highlands 

 
 

About the seminar: 
Papua New Guinea (PNG) is affected by excessively high levels of interpersonal violence, 

particularly men’s violence against women, and experiences frequent community conflicts, 

especially in the Highlands region. These conflicts have been influenced by access to guns, 

tribalism, traditions of warriorhood, land disputes, and cycles of retaliation. This seminar will reflect 

on the findings of a research project undertaken in the PNG Highlands in partnership with the 

United Nations Population Fund and the United Nations Development Programme in 2024. The 

aim of the research was to gauge the impact of gun violence on women and girls in the Highlands 

provinces, with a focus on norms feeding the prevalence of pro-violence masculinity. 
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The views of speakers do not necessarily reflect the views of the Political Science Department or 

those of Stellenbosch University. 

 

 
Date: Wednesday, 1 October 2025 | Time: 13h00 to 14h15 

Political Science Department. Room 648, Arts and Social Sciences building 
RSVP: Pauliane Davidse at pauliane@sun.ac.za


