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Constituency-based elections in Southern
Africa: Lessons from Botswana and Zambia

Speaker: Professor Jeremy Seekings
Department of Sociology, University of Cape Town (UCT)

Jeremy Seekings is a Professor of Sociology and Political
Studies at the University of Cape Town and serves as a Visiting
Professor at the School for Public and International Affairs at
Princeton University in the United States. His current research
mainly focuses on party politics and voting behaviour in
Southern Africa, particularly in Botswana and Zambia, as well as
the politics of welfare policy reform, both historically and in
contemporary Africa. He is a founding member of the Zambia
and Botswana Election Research Networks and the Political
Parties in Africa network. His recent paper, Constituency-based
elections in Southern Africa: Lessons from Botswana and Zambia,
examines the conduct and outcomes of elections in Southern
African countries with either purely constituency-based
electoral systems (as in Botswana) or mixed constituency-based
(parliamentary) and direct presidential elections (as in Zambia).
During this seminar, Jeremy will discuss his research findings,
which were informed by in-country research on elections in
Zambia from 2016 and 2021, as well as Botswana from 2019 and
2024. Several factors were analysed and examined, including:
(@) candidate selection, (b) primary elections and 'general
election campaigns, and (c) outcomes.
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Department or those of Stellenbosch University.
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