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The State-as-Context in an Era of Democratic
Decline: How Capacity Shapes Pathways of
Autocratization

&
The Rise of Authoritarian Middle-Powers and What It
Means for World Politics

Speakers: Prof. Nic Cheeseman and Prof. Marie-Eve Desrosiers

Nic Cheeseman is Professor of Democracy at the University of

Birmingham. Formerly the Director of the African Studies Centre at Oxford
University, he is the Founding Director of Birmingham’s Centre for Elections,
Democracy, Accountability and Representation (CEDAR). He works mainly on
democracy, elections and development and has conducted in-country research in a
range of African countries including Ghana, Kenya, Malawi, Nigeria, Uganda,
Zambia, and Zimbabwe, but has also published on Latin America and post
communist Europe.

Marie-Eve Desrosiers holds the Research Chair in International

Francophonie on political aspirations and movements in Francophone Africa and is
Professor at the Graduate School of Public and International Affairs (GSPIA) at the
University of Ottawa. She specialises in security and governance issues. More
specifically, she studies political crises and conflicts, authoritarianism, political
mobilization, and the relationship between state and society in the Great Lakes and
Francophone Africa. She is also interested in foreign policy and international aid.

The views of speakers do not necessarily reflect the views of the Political Science
Department or that of Stellenbosch University.
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