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Building National Security Capability: the
case of counter-terrorism covert intelligence

Speaker: David Africa is an Intelligence and Geopolitics specialist

Bio: David Africa is the author of Lives on the Line, an insider account
of the six-year intelligence operation against the organization People against
Gangsterism and Drugs (Pagad). He grew up in Manenberg, where he
became involved in radical student politics in 1985, and subsequently the
ANC underground and Umkhonto we Sizwe.

In April 1995 he joined the police Crime Intelligence division, where
he worked on counter-terrorism intelligence, serving as operational
coordinator in one of the most successful intelligence operations in
post-Apartheid South Africa. David has lectured in terrorism and
security studies at the Marshall Center for Security

Studies in Germany and the Geneva Centre for Security Policy. He
headed the UN security analysis unit in Iraq and advised the OSCE
on counter-terrorism strategy. In 2007 David co-founded The
African Centre for Security and Intelligence Praxis (ACSIP), a
progressive intelligence and geopolitics think tank, where he
worked on building intelligence capability on the African continent.
He remains a founding associate of ACSIP. David currently works
as the Programme Lead, Strategic Intelligence at Third Generation
Environmentalism (E3G), one of the world’s leading climate politics
think tanks. He published a chapter in "The Ideological War on
Terror", Routledge, 2007, and has written for South African and
international media on politics and national security
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